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Fi Glass Warrior

A PROUD

HISTORY

BY BARRY THOMPSON

When Frank Simpson built his first all fibreglass
production trailer boat in 1962, under the Fi
Glass banner, he changed the way we looked at
our family boating. It didn’t happen overnight,
but it did happen. Thousands of boats later, Fi
Glass are still producing fibreglass boats and are
still one of the leading brands in the industry.

| Gilass might not lave been
FHH' tirst, that clistinetion

goes toAmaold France in the
carty 505 amdd even Condor Craf
bean Fi Gelass by at least five vears,
However 1t wis Fi Glass that
curmsed e indusary on s head and
Lok voluime st |::I|.'|.:||.I11|. tion 1o
new hieighis

In the boom voars of the latc
Tiks and carly 80s, the company
bl over 20 boats a week, with
names such as Frccrest, Viscouns,
Firehall, Begent and Lightning vwery
mech it of the local trailerboat
vocabulary The Gm Viscound at the
thme was the biggest production
filbhregelass broilerhaoat in the coomns
try and came about 35 3 fesule of
the e ern ofWo ouetbhaercks AR East
there was a boat suitable for the
sige ard horsepaower being offened
by Mercury and OMC, Hundreds
of the earliest Mercury Black Max
and Jehnson/Evinrude “Jumbao®
20H1s found their way onto Vis
COLIS,

In 1977, Fi Glass mtroduced a
smualler’ version of the Yiscount
they called the Warrior. It looked
very much Hke its big brother but
fitved into a lower price bracket,
required less horsepower and

smller tow vehicle.

A few years ago, Fi Glass saw
the need o replice their now very
aged and somewhat dated Vis-
count and Warrlor models. Intes-
estingly they compromised by re-
taining the Warrior name, but fix-
g ot o 3 Visgount siasd hall. The
result §s 2 nice combinanon and a
Imabarsced Doat it is 4 tolally mew

lavizk o the comipsny,
The casy way wiosld have heen
to take the existing Viscount Dl

and skp o @ new deck and cabin
This time however Fi Glass went
all the way with a hull shape that
is unlike any ather Fi Glass. While
the deck lines and lavout carry
ovier =nme of the best ideas from
the proevious Doats, essentially it's
allnew

The variable deadnise hull is 2.2
degres at the transom, however it
lesitures . y-plank soctien on the
Bodtoam il runs well forwarnd, Gr
preringg away araund the baee of the
s, This is designed v give U
boat casy acceloration anto the
plane and in calm water the boat
ks o e v !ﬂnnk.tlrmh'lrmdl.u;
ing the hull deag and unlile o flat
plank doesn’t pound in the rowagh
or vend o Bl off.

There ix a finer entry forward
than the provious Warrior and ak
though the same strke pattemn as
theYiscounit has been retained the
inner sirmkes go further aft 1o han-
die the bigger horsepower en-
gincs, There is also a wide down-
turn chine and flars hoth skdes
which give stability both at rest
and underaay

TRIPLE RIG

I hat 1he opportunity to iy the



Warrior with three different en-
gine combinations and in three
different water conditions, The
first was with a Suzuki 150 EFI
of l Whangaparaoca Peninsula on
calm to mildly choppy water. The
SuEukl rm ot te SH00 rpm e 51
mph and as expedcted in the sea
conditions the hull ran faultbessly
It sar up on the v-plank at speed
anid with out too nusch orim had
Plenty of bow i, Micest cruise
was at 0 mpdy @ 4500 rpo.
When my time came oy
ot the same boat with a Hoosla
130, the sca state was a lor more
seviere, with a stffl 25 knot plus
brecie blowing the tops off a
shoet 1/2 metre Auck
land Harbour chiop, The
Honda returned a top
spood of 43 n||1h & 35000
rpm and 37 mph @ 4500
rpym, The Warrior Ioved
the rough warter and
handled the following,
head and side seas with
case. 107 2 guiet hull and
responds quickly o
throttle and steering al-
termtions There was a lit-
tle spoy ooveer thie soreen
when gquanering the sca
and in the stiff cross-
wind leaned into the
wind, That's nothing
against this particular
Beat, it's & teait of most
boats with big volume
topsides and no tabs,

Shifting  passenger
weight soon Nixes the
probiem,

The thimd outing wis
A mirmor smieoth L}"I.I.I.‘l-
ton Harbour with @
Yamaha 130, Top speed
Wals An inlpr;n-:.i.l.'f gin 2
miph & S8 rpm and 35
miph & 4504 rpem, As I
found the day 1 drove
the boat with the
Haomada, the boat ran per
feectly, with good accoel-
eration and cfforiless
handling and ricke

OPEN PLAN

The thing that im-
presses me about the
lavoun of the mew War
rioris the openness. Per-
sonally I'm not a fan of leckabile
cabins with solid bulkheads in
boais this size. The Warrior has a
part hulkherd only, with a deep

recess into the cabin, In fact
there 5071 anvihing abead of the
passenger seat but the winal-
screen, with the deck cot right

hack 1o give a true feeling of
QPN SPace.

If vou don't have your canopy
up, then the rear of the cabin
squabs may get wet in the rain,
although the larpe racked back
perspex screen does tend o
cover o ot

The cabin Byout is basic regu-
Lition twin full lengsth berths and
decp side trays, It is a full sizoe
cabin with the berths long
enaLgEh e slecm on and the cabin
height adequate for 2-3 aduls
seated, There's no storge under
the sguals - the space s used for
foam filled buoyancy « amd the
front squab can be removed
when standing (o the
large cabin hatch for an-
choring duties, Althaugh
the Warrior docs have
wide side decks with
anti skid, [ can't image
an easier place o han-
dle the anchor tackle,
than fromm thie cabin top
hatch. The deep seli
draining sinchor loncker
is concedled under a
large mouwlded cover
that follows the con-
tours of the deck. There
is space bencath for a
low profile capsian,
which can be operstcd
from either the helm or
with a foot/knee pad in-
siche the cabin,

The interior is all
fully lined and carpered
with an imternal Hght
and access panel o the
rear of the helm.

Whien you design a
boat to be an all-purs
preme utikiey, then the lay-
out must reflect that
image. The Warrlor's
wockpit impares thar de-
sign with a slmple yeu
praciical design thay
should cater for most
taspes, Stindard scating
is twin back to back (up-
peeflovwer) bucket seats
on mowlded fibreglass
baises, plus removable
i|.|11:|.p seats aft, The rear
seats are wide enough
foer the Lirper prosieria
and recessed stainless
rails incorporated imto the side
decks give your passengers a se-
cure handhold, There are other
seating: variations available with






single buckets and swivelling
bascs wkso very popular

The helm position is grea
when seaited, with the foot-
rest at the right heigha (for
105 ;|.r'.|_'!.'w:|!'},1ht;' sereen doing
its job keeping off the wind
and spray, the controls ane
wirll placed s (he instr-
mients easy Boread. | ofoond
the fixed seal hase voa close
when standing to drive and
woitld have preferrcd 1o sec
it mounted about W hm fur-
ther back or replaced with a
sliding pedestal tvpe. The
splitbevel dish allows vou 1o
fit either flush or bracket
mounted electronics plus
plenty of instruments and
switches,

Storage is mot wanting in
the Warrior with a cavernous
underlloor locker that is long
cnough o take skis,
wakeboards and fishing rods
and decp enough for all vour
dive gedar and bottles, Beliingd
this is 4 150 lire stainless
steel fuel tank. IF you don’t
like the fcdea of vour rods un-
der the Moor, then you can
idms Lee rosd fac ks, Oiieed ok thie
narrow trays either side,
Ther: arc the decp arcas wn-
der the froent seats, in 4 port
sidle half sholf and cxum space
bl the aft deck, Bantery, odl
tunk and spare tote tanks are
fitted away behind a clip-on
vinyl curtain

I vou are 3 fAshermon,
then you will appreciate the
remavable bBack sears, weide
flat =itle decks amd ety ol
spaee b it 3 haie hoand .
Large built-in boarding plar-
forms and a stainless ladder
will satisfy the divers and ski-
s,

CPC PACKAGE

Thie Fi Glass Warrior is o CPC
Peoan, which means vou know
that such items as navigation
lighis, bilge pump. battery
cut-off switch and structurl
hull warraniy (6 vears) are
stardard.

The Warrior is a boat that
wconmes with i huge reputition
snd irdition, frem a company
thit fes Béen 40 years in the
business. [ is Warrior with a
prows] history. e
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